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Mayors from the communities 
around U.S. Army Garrison Hohenfels 
got the chance to see their towns from 
a very different perspective March 31 
when Joint Multinational Readiness 
Center Falcon team pilots took them 
on a helicopter tour of the Hohenfels 
training area and surrounding towns.

The flight followed the annual 
Community Relations Advisory 
Council Meeting that serves as a 
method of improving communication 
and relations between the garrison and 
local host nation leadership.

Lt. Col. Gary Bloomberg, garrison 

in the 31 years since helicopters have 
been at Hohenfels that the mayors 

time we’ve done this,” he said. “We 
should do this every year.”
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The Hohenfels training area Military 
Operations on Urban Terrain sites are usually 
used to train troops on their way to Iraq or 
Afghanistan, but March 27 it was a local crowd 
that tested their skills in the mock villages.

U.S. Army Garrison Hohenfels Headquarters, 
Headquarters Detachment and its antennae units 
took advantage of their location at one of the 
Army’s best training centers when they used 
the MOUT sites for part of their warrior leader 
skills training.

said the training is required for Soldiers about to 
deploy, but has not recently been conducted for 
Hohenfels’ garrison Soldiers.

“It hasn’t been done here in a while, but 
we wanted to do it to make sure they’re at the 
level they should be. If they do end up going to 
a unit and deploying we don’t want them to be 
behind,” he said.

During the MOUT scenario, Soldiers were 
required to make a direct hit on the safe house 
of an enemy component that had taken control 
of the village.

commander and acting commander for the 
exercise, decided on an advanced scenario to see 
how much the Soldiers had absorbed from their 
classroom instruction.

“They had only had classes up till then. 
We could have done a simpler scenario but we 
wanted to give them a more advanced one and 
see where they were at. They did a good job,” 

As operations on urban terrain become more 
frequent, the Army is focusing more on training 

Because operations in urban areas are 
conducted to defeat an enemy that may be mixed 
in with civilians, MOUT training focuses on the 
intricacies of dealing with a population where 
friends and foes are often indistinguishable.

interact with village leaders and civilians while 
working to accomplish their mission.

In two months HHD Soldiers will practice 
these tasks again when they undergo even more 
rigorous MOUT training and complete advanced 
close quarters marksmanship training.
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Soldiers from USAG Hohenfels  Headquarters, Headquarters Detachment undergo 
Military Operations on Urban Terrain training March 27. 

Soldiers utilitze MOUT site, train on advanced scenario

by Spc. FABIAN ORTEGA

More than two years have passed since 
Staff Sgt. Clifford Neighbors received an Army 
Commendation Medal with V device for valor 
and a Bronze Star while serving with the 1st 
Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment in Iraq.

Neighbors’ actions on the streets of Baghdad 
in August 2006 earned him the valor award 
he attributes to his team and a former platoon 
sergeant.

During a routine mission making the rounds 
of Iraqi National Police checkpoints, Neighbors’ 
convoy was halted by three improvised explosive 
devices.

After securing the area and waiting for 
explosive ordnance disposal experts to clear the 
route, Neighbors said he and the interpreter riding 
in his truck got out of the vehicle.

“As I walked (toward the opposite side) to 
check for damage, shots rang out,” he said.

Neighbors and the interpreter were struck by 

and heart were pierced. The interpreter was shot 
in the chest.

EOD personnel brought the interpreter to 
the truck, where Neighbors tended to the man’s 
injuries in spite of his own wounds.

“I reassured him everything would be okay 

The interpreter later passed away at a nearby 
combat support hospital.

about,” he said.

sustaining a life-threatening injury was not heroic 
– it was his duty as a Soldier.

“I am glad that someone thought that my 

actions were worthy of a medal, but I’m just a 
guy who was just doing his job over there and 
trying to survive,” he said.

The 15-year Army veteran said the advice he 
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Staff Sgt. Clifford Neighbors on duty in Samarra, Iraq, May 8, 2006, three months 
before he earned an Army Commendation Medal with V device for his actions while 

received as a young infantryman from a platoon 
sergeant injured in the invasion of Panama 
guided his actions and decisions in the truck 
that day.

“He told me the only way he survived was by 
staying calm,” Neighbors said.

Neighbors said he remained calm, even after 
he noticed a bullet hole in the center of his chest 
with blood pouring out.

“Some of the people that were part of my team 
told me they could not have stayed so calm,” 
he said. “I really did not know the extent of the 
injury at the time. I just knew it hurt.”

Neighbors said he believes the actions of his 
fellow National Police Training Team members 
that day are what ultimately saved his life.

“Those 10 men on my team, they’re heroes,” 
he said.

The team made the decision to evacuate the 
site and rush him and the interpreter to the nearest 
hospital rather than wait for a helicopter to airlift 
them back, the sergeant said.

The bond formed with his team during the 
deployment remains strong, he added, noting 
that he writes to his fellow Soldiers regularly 
while he’s on leave.

“It’s a bond that will probably never be 
broken. You’ve experienced the good, bad and 
the in-between with these men and women,” 
he said.

He called the bond forged through combat 
different than a bond formed with others who 
have never served.

“We entrust our lives to each other because 
it’s just you and them,” he said. “That’s all you 
have and that’s the difference.”

Now working as the Better Opportunities 
for Single Soldiers program president for U.S. 
Army Garrison Hohenfels, Neighbors is far 
from combat operations. But he said he would 
go back again.

“I would go anywhere they told me to go, 
simply for the fact that my country calls on me 
and I need to be there,” said Neighbors.

Judging by the wide grins and 
applause one group gave their pilots 
upon landing, the mayors seemed to 
agree.

Though despite the adventurous 
conclusion, CRAC meetings are not 
just entertainment.

According to 
Bloomberg ,  the 
meetings are an 
important way for 
garrison and local 
leaders to maintain 
their  successful 
relationship.

“The exchange 
of information is 
important,” said 
Lupburg  Mayor 
Alfred Meier.

D u r i n g  t h e 
March 31 meeting garrison and 

on previous and upcoming training 
rotations, community relations events 
like the German/American Volksfest, 

planned construction projects and 
more.

Army leaders also briefed the 
mayors on how many local nationals 
are currently employed on post, 
how much money Americans spend 

on off-post medical 
care and how many 
ac t ive  du ty  and 
civilian employees 
l i v e  i n  G e r m a n 
communities.

Though there are 
obvious business 
a s p e c t s  t o  t h e 
German American 
relationship, Meier 
says that it is just one 
small part.

“ I t  i s  p u r e 
f r i e n d s h i p , ”  h e 

said. “Not only do we do business 
together, but we live together. There 
are American children in German 
kindergarten. We play sports together. 
We are well integrated.”

Community relations event takes 
German mayors to new heights

gives a group of local German mayors last minute instructions 

training area and the surrounding communities.

   (The German 
American 

relationship) 
is pure 

friendship.
Alfred Meier
Lupburg Mayor
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