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International shooting competition tests
Hohentfels shooters against other nations
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Bavarian News

The Harry Framke International
Shooting Competition (Schiessen)
was held Oct. 13 at the Regensburg
Bajuwaren Barracks training area
bringing expert shooters from seven
countries together including teams
from the Hohenfels Falcons Observer/
Controller team and USAG Hohenfels
Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment.

In addition to the Schiessen, the
German Marksmanship award, the
Schutzenschneir, was available to all
participants who qualified.

The event, named after
Bundeswehr Lt. Col. Framke who was
instrumental in forming the
sponsoring organization for reservists
in the Oberpfalz as well a national
guard program, began in 1996 and
was hosted this year by Oberstleutnant
(Lt. Col.) Hans Stockmeier.

Two German weapons are used in
this competition, the Heckler & Koch
P-8 handgun, similar to the 9mm
pistol, and the MG3 machine gun,
which has been in military use for
more than 35 years.

The MG3 is a German, air-cooled,
gas operated, belt fed general-purpose
machine gun that is currently or has
been used by more than 30 countries.

2" Lt. Frank Gagel, one of the
German instructors, noted that a

precursor of this gun was used during
World War 11, and the expertise that
produced a weapon that has been used
since 1968 is  practically
incomparable.

“The engineering was perfect, then
and now,” Gagel said.

There were two phases to the
competition for each weapon. The
first was untimed while the second
required all rounds, 15 for the
machine gun and six for the pistol, to
be fired within 20 seconds.

Sgt. 1** Class Hubert Beer, another
German instructor, indicated
“normally German Soldiers qualify on
the timed event better.”

Falcon Team member Major
Marshall Tway agreed as he told his
team, “Don’t think too much.”

Several contestants were surprised
by the limited amounts of ammunition
allotted to each person, but Capt.
Samuel Fishburne commented it is all
part of the aim of the competition.

“It teaches accuracy. If you’re
accurate, you make them all count,”
he said.

There were several classifications
of excellence for each weapon as
hitting the target five out of six with
the P-8 designated a gold marksman
while it took 12 of the 15 machine gun
hits for that award.

Often marksmen have special
habits and unique routines to prepare
for a competition. Staff Sgt. Dean
Cullum is no exception as he shoots

while wearing Interceptor Body
Armor.

“I have gotten so used to it, [ can’t
shoot without it,” explained Cullum,
who won the silver Schutzenshneir
badge.

The most important awards are
team and individual recognition. The
team of Capt. Simon Lee, Sgt. 1* Class
John Wheeler, Staff Sgt. Patrick
Freeney, and Sgt. Jarrad Williams
took second place among more than
20 teams, the first time in memory a
Hohenfels team has placed so highly.

Lee also took second place in
individual competition, an impressive
accomplishment against so
formidable a field.

Five German Schutzenshneir
awards were earned by the Hohenfels
contingent; Cadet Logan Allen, a
member of the Hohenfels High School
JROTC and Cooperative Work
Experience Program, Wheeler, Sgt. 1*
Class Anthony Adams, Spc. Steven
Orr, and Cullum.

Cadet Logan Allen, a member of
the Hohenfels High School
JROTC is given Instruction in the
use of the German MC3 Machine
Gun by 2™ Lt. Frank Gagel during
the Harry Framke International
Shooting Competition held Oct.
13 at the Regensburg Bajuwaren
Barracks training area.






