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The Harry Framke International
Shooting Competition (Schiessen)
was held Oct. 13 at the Regensburg
Bajuwaren Barracks training area
bringing expert shooters from seven
countries together including teams
from the Hohenfels Falcons Observer/
Controller team and USAG Hohenfels
Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment.

In addition to the Schiessen, the
German Marksmanship award, the
Schutzenschneir, was available to all
participants who qualified.

The event, named after
Bundeswehr Lt. Col. Framke who was
instrumental in forming the
sponsoring organization for reservists
in the Oberpfalz as well a national
guard program, began in 1996 and
was hosted this year by Oberstleutnant
(Lt. Col.) Hans Stockmeier.

Two German weapons are used in
this competition, the Heckler & Koch
P-8 handgun, similar to the 9mm
pistol, and the MG3 machine gun,
which has been in military use for
more than 35 years.

The MG3 is a German, air-cooled,
gas operated, belt fed general-purpose
machine gun that is currently or has
been used by more than 30 countries.

2nd Lt. Frank Gagel, one of the
German instructors, noted that a

precursor of this gun was used during
World War II, and the expertise that
produced a weapon that has been used
since 1968 is practically
incomparable.

“The engineering was perfect, then
and now,”  Gagel said.

There were two phases to the
competition for each weapon. The
first was untimed while the second
required all rounds, 15 for the
machine gun and six for the pistol, to
be fired within 20 seconds.

Sgt. 1st Class Hubert Beer, another
German instructor, indicated
“normally German Soldiers qualify on
the timed event better.”

Falcon Team member Major
Marshall Tway agreed as he told his
team, “Don’t think too much.”

Several contestants were surprised
by the limited amounts of ammunition
allotted to each person, but Capt.
Samuel Fishburne commented it is all
part of the aim of the competition.

“It teaches accuracy. If you’re
accurate, you make them all count,”
he said.

There were several classifications
of excellence for each weapon as
hitting the target five out of six with
the P-8 designated a gold marksman
while it took 12 of the 15 machine gun
hits for that award.

Often marksmen have special
habits and unique routines to prepare
for a competition. Staff Sgt. Dean
Cullum is no exception as he shoots
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The 2007 German Health Care Provider
Network was recognized for the provision of
outstanding medical care to the Hohenfels
community by the Joint Multinational Readiness
Center and the United States Army Garrison
Hohenfels at a reception at the Hilltop Chapel
Center Oct. 13.

“Over the years, more and more of the
medical care required by Hohenfels residents is
being provided on the economy,” Lt. Col. Robert
Smith, Commander of the Hohenfels Health
Clinic, explained. “The reception demonstrates
the comradery between the Americans and the
Germans as partners in providing high quality
health care.”

Smith noted the German Health Care
Provider Network has been in place for over 10
years. In fact, much of it was put together and is
continually refined by long-time clinic
employees Hella Wagner, the clinic’s Benefits
Counselor and Assistance Coordinator, and
Patient Liaisons Trevor Gillies and Evie
Schwenzl.

“Health care in Germany is at the same
quality level as in the States and is better than
we can provide,” Smith said, although he was
quick to say the medical care at the clinic is
excellent, but due to it’s size and mission is
unable to provide the scope and technological
sophistication available from the network.

“We’re low tech compared to them”, Smith
said, “but I am totally confident of the care they
offer because of the checks and balances built
into the system.”

Smith says there is feedback received on
every patient seen by the care network, a review

of every consultation, as well as third person
oversight of procedure and suggested treatment.

Smith, a pediatrician, is himself a third person
reviewer on cases that involve infant care.

Dr. Ludwig Hecht, a regionally known doctor
of sports medicine who has treated many
Hohenfels residents during his many years in
the provider network, feels a personal

Dr. Rainer Munzinger, (left) the Director of the Kreiskrankenhaus Parsberg and Dr.
Ludwig Hecht, well-known doctor of sports medicine talk with Lt. Col. Robert Smith,
Commander of the Hohenfels Health Clinic, during the 2007 German Health Care
Provider Network Reception held at the Hilltop Chapel Center Oct. 13.

appreciation to America and Americans as his
father’s side of the family immigrated to
California and he spent several years studying
and practicing in the States.

“Since World War II, look how much they
have helped us,” Hecht said. “This reception
demonstrates the friendship that exists and I
want to provide (in my practice) the friendship
and hospitality I felt when I was in America. I
want to be a good host.”

Smith noted the German health care system
is more specialized than American health care,
meaning a hospital will have a specialty like the
Kreiskrankenhaus Parsberg which focuses on
internal medicine. A patient at the Hohenfels
clinic who suffers a heart attack would
immediately be sent there.

Dr. Rainer Munzinger, the hospital director,
is very comfortable working with the clinic.

“The staff will call in for an appointment. (It
is a good system and) we really have no
problems,” Munzinger explained. “I know all
the people in the clinic. I know who I am talking
to and I trust their judgment. If they say a patient
has a severe problem, I know it’s a severe
problem.”

Smith indicated if you were in a car accident,
you would be sent to the Regensburg University
Hospital, which is the trauma center for this
entire area of Germany, and they are prepared.

“There would be a doctor called a
‘Traumatologist’ in charge of the team that
would be treating you,” Smith said.

Smith said he felt fortunate to have stepped
into a great system of quality medical care
providers and the reception was not simply a
formality, but a heartfelt response for the
outstanding care they provide this community.

Reception recognizes German Health Care Provider network

while wearing Interceptor Body
Armor.

“I have gotten so used to it, I can’t
shoot without it,” explained Cullum,
who won the silver Schutzenshneir
badge.

The most important awards are
team and individual recognition.  The
team of Capt. Simon Lee, Sgt. 1st Class
John Wheeler, Staff Sgt. Patrick
Freeney, and Sgt. Jarrad Williams
took second place among more than
20 teams, the first time in memory a
Hohenfels team has placed so highly.

Lee also took second place in
individual competition, an impressive
accomplishment against so
formidable a field.

Five German Schutzenshneir
awards were earned by the Hohenfels
contingent; Cadet Logan Allen, a
member of the Hohenfels High School
JROTC and Cooperative Work
Experience Program, Wheeler, Sgt. 1st

Class Anthony Adams, Spc. Steven
Orr, and Cullum.
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It was AAFES Furniture Expo time again in
Hohenfels and judging by the results, it was just
what the community wanted.

The three-day biannual event turns the
Community Activity Center into a huge furniture
display, providing residents a great chance to
see brand new furniture in living room, dining
room, and bedroom groupings to imagine what
it might look like in their home. There were also
hundreds of other home furnishing accessories
including appliances, entertainment units, lamps,
bookshelves, and accent pieces.

“The thing that surprised me,” explained Sam
Shinault, Hohenfels PX Manager, “were the

sales on the first day. The volume was a lot
higher (than the spring sale). People were
waiting at the door. When they came in, it was
like a race. They started buying.”

Shinault explained that the furniture arrived
in Hohenfels differently than Expo I.

“It was staged directly here from the
manufacturer in the States. Last time it came
from Vilseck,” Shinault said.

While the total sales were less than Expo I,
Shinault was still pleased.

“We finished up with a sales total of close to
$40,000 for the three days. Even though the sales
were less than the last furniture expo, the support
and involvement from the Hohenfels community
was still overwhelming,” Shinault said.

Shinault felt the weather, day one being a

Bringing the product to your door: Hohenfels Furniture Expo a success

Cadet Logan Allen, a member of
the Hohenfels High School
JROTC is given Instruction in the
use of the German MC3 Machine
Gun by 2nd Lt. Frank Gagel during
the Harry Framke International
Shooting Competition held Oct.
13 at the Regensburg Bajuwaren
Barracks training area.

International shooting competition tests
Hohenfels shooters against other nations

brilliant warm sunny day and day three being
cold with rain and even a little snow, was a factor
in limiting the turnout.

Shinault, along with Grafenwoehr AAFES
Consolidated Exchange General Manager Matt
Mennona, wish to thank MWR, the garrison
command, and the Hohenfels community for
their great support and ask that everyone make
plans now for the Spring AAFES Hohenfels
Furniture Expo.

Air Force Lt. Col. John and Heather
Scotto explore several living room
ensembles looking for furniture for their
family room.




